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:j ,\                                GOLDSMITH. ' It may, perhaps, be necessary for a native to
YK                                be more cautious; but a foreigner who comes among us with-
•v :   "                             out prejudice, may be considered as holding the place of a
.V-::                                Judge, and may speak his mind freely.'    JOHNSON. ' Sir, a
foreigner, when he sends a work from the press, ought to be
.;, /                                on his guard against catching the errour and mistaken en-
\ v                               thusiasm of the people among whom he happens to be.1
< •                                GOLDSMITH. ' Sir, he wants only to sell his history, and to
K                               tell truth;  one an honest, the other a laudable motive.'.
JOHNSON. ' Sir, they are both laudable motives.    It is laudable in a man to wish to live by his labours; but he should •                               write so as he may live by them, not so as he may be knocked
on the head. I would advise him to be at Calais before he publishes his history of the present age. A foreigner who attaches himself to a political party in this country, is in the worst state that can be imagined: he is looked upon as a mere intermeddler. A native may do it from interest.' BOSWELL. ' Or principle.' GOLDSMITH. ' There are people who tell a hundred political lies every day, and are not hurt by it. Surely, then, one may tell truth with safety.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, in the first place, he who tells a hundred lies has disarmed the force of his lies'. But besides ; a man had rather have a hundred lies told of him, than one truth '                             which he does not wish should be told.' GOLDSMITH. ' For
my part, I'd tell truth, and shame the devil.' JOHNSON. ' Yes, Sir; but the devil will be angry. I wish to shame the devil as much as you do, but I should choose to be out of the reach of his claws.' GOLDSMITH. ' His claws can do you no harm, when you have the shield of truth.'
It having been observed that there was little hospitality in London ;—JOHNSON. ' Nay, Sir, any man who has a name, or who has the power of pleasing, will be very generally invited in London. The man,' Sterne, I have been told, has
1 Johnson has an interesting paper ' on lying' in The Adventurer, No. 50, which thus begins:—' When Aristotle was once asked what a man could gain by uttering falsehoods, he replied, " Not to be credited when he shall tell the truth.'"
hadIH?K than work, liy giving ihnn thr i.H.i!-. tt'iiu it; that he died hnrnonscly rich, and built an hewjiiui/
